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THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENTATION TO THE CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY ON ELECTORAL 

REFORM. IT ATTEMPTS TO  CAPTURE THE KEY ISSUES AND 
ARGUMENTS THAT WERE PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED DURING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING.  IN SOME INSTANCES, THE PRESENTER HAS ALSO 

MAD E A SUBMISSION TO THE ASSEMBLY AND THIS IS ACCESSIBLE VIA 
THE WEBSITE AT WWW.CITIZENSASSEMBLY.BC.CA BY CLICKING ON 

“GET INVOLVED”.  IF SUCH A SUBMISSION IS AVAILABLE, IT WILL BE 
NOTED AT THE END OF THIS REPORT. 

C I T I Z E N S '  A S S E M B L Y  O N  E L E C T O R A L  R E F O R M  
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Bruce Krayenhoff  
DESCRIPTION OF PRESE NTATION 

Democracy as an imperfect representative system, and how to improve this representation 
through proportional representation and quotas. 
 

KEY THEMES 

My presentation is on what kind of representation a system should provide.  A 
government should provide good government to the people.   In what way should people 
be represented?  Every system introduces biases. If we select representatives at random, it 
would be more representative than our current system, but they may not have the same 
level of knowledge and interest in government.  I suggest that our representatives should 
have the knowledge to govern us well and their political beliefs should represent in a 
proportional way those of the population.  The main idea of a legislative assembly is to 
have ideas that reflect the general population.   
 
Should we have quotas?  Our current system allows us to elect people that are competent.  
But the voters don't have a clear idea of who represents them the best; there is 
misrepresentation.   MMP has a large percentage of MLAs elected in the same way so 
same problem.  Disproportional demographics in our system are easily corrected by 
quotas.  But it may not be easy to find educated people to fill those seats.     
 
First, I will talk about PR, my preferred system.  Some form of MMP would be best. 
Instead of our current plurality system (one vote) I would use Instant Runoff Voting (an 
alternative voting system).  For the PR seats using closed party lists fosters too much 
party discipline.  Citizens instead should be able to rank the systems.  I agree on the 
report of the Law Commission of Canada.   
 
What would an MMP ballot look like?  I am modifying MMP to make it very 
proportional.  There should be a threshold.  It resolves the problem of split votes and 
wasted votes.  I think this is very important.   
 
Compensatory seats: with constituency votes, the party would put its candidates at the top 
of the list and it would be based on the merit of the candidates. It would also be 
somewhat geographically representative.  This would provide much better representation.  
Parties should have the choice of when to use and implement the quotas.  The main idea 
with this is that compensatory seats are used to compensate for the demographic un-
proportionality of a constituency.   
 
If this system is too complicated, I would prefer an MMP system which has AV, without 
closed lists, so you would have poorer local representation, but you would still have 
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proportionality.  You would only vote once, the one vote would be counted for both. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

MMP. 

“Some form of MMP would be best.” 

QUESTIONS , A NSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PANEL 

Q You have concern about inter-party competition.  And 
compensatory seats, there is a tendency for larger parties to 
get seats with constituencies and smaller parties in list 
seats. 
 

A Inter-party competition is good but not within parties.  And 
for the second question, that is a good point, I hadn't 
considered that 

 

QUESTIONS,  ANSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE  AUDIENCE  

Q I'd like to know in the difference between open and closed 
lists. 
 

A 

 

Q 

A 

Closed list is when the party chooses the party list, 
open is when the electorate has some input in 
choosing the parties. 

Does the electorate know the candidates?   

Yes. 

 

SUBMISSION: NO  


