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THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENTATION TO THE CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY ON ELECTORAL 

REFORM. IT ATTEMPTS TO CAPTURE THE KEY ISSUES AND 
ARGUMENTS THAT WERE PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED DURING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING.  IN SOME INSTANCES, THE PRESENTER HAS ALSO 

MADE A SUBMISSION TO THE ASSEMBLY AND THIS IS ACCESSIBLE VIA 
THE WEBSITE AT WWW.CITIZENSASSEMBLY.BC.CA BY CLICKING ON 

“GET INVOLVED”.  IF SUCH A SUBMISSION IS AVAILABLE, IT WILL BE 
NOTED AT THE END OF THIS REPORT. 

http://www.citizensassembly.bc.ca/


 

Harry Glasswick 
DESCRIPTION OF PRESENTATION 

A defence of the current electoral system. 

KEY THEMES 

Harry Glasswick argued that declining voter turnout may not be as much of a cause for concern as 
has been suggested.  He asked whether, if people are not prepared to vote and are not informed 
about politics, their decision not to vote is really a significant loss.  Mr Glasswick stated that voters 
are becoming lazy and are not fulfilling their responsibilities, and suggested that if the electorate were 
better informed and more motivated then parties would have an incentive to stand better candidates.   
 
Mr Glasswick also argued that the current government is not any worse the governments in 
proportional representation systems.  He perceived the objective of an election as being to elect a 
government that can get things done and considered the minority or coalition governments that may 
be elected under a PR system as threatening effective government.  Mr Glasswick opposed the 
introduction of a PR system because it would give parties more power, for example, parties would 
decide the composition of the party list.  If a PR system were to be introduced in BC, he 
recommended an electoral threshold to ensure that more extreme views are not represented in the 
legislature. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Harry Glasswick recommended retaining the current electoral system and opposed any introduction 
of proportional representation in BC. 
 
 

Quote: “At least with the current system, we can give the government a chance to be 
effective and if we disagree with their policies then we can throw them out.”   

QUESTIONS ,  ANSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PANEL 

 
There were no questions or comments from the panel. 
 

QUESTIONS ,  ANSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Following this presentation quite a few members of the audience had questions. 

Q You’re speaking about PR in any form.  What do you think about 
the Netherlands, they have a very progressive government?  You 
have given examples of where PR hasn’t worked but there are other 
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systems where PR has worked. 
 

A I don’t know how their system works, but I’m skeptical about any 
countries that are socialist.  I’m looking at the countries and their 
economic situation, and I don’t think they’re any better off than we 
are. 
 

Q But in the current legislature you’ve got a party which has 95 per 
cent of the seats with 56 per cent of the vote.  Those of us who 
didn’t vote for the established parties at the last election were 
effectively casting a wasted vote. 
 

A I take your point, but I think too many people vote for the goodies, 
not necessarily for the better policies for the long term. 
 

Q I understand that youth voters have particularly low turnout.  You 
used the words lazy and irresponsible to describe non-voters and 
I’m wondering how we should encourage young people to vote? 
 

A I don’t know.  I don’t understand how people can not be interested 
in voting. 
 

Q Given the current two party system, do you think it’s important to 
have a strong opposition? 
 

A Yes.  And in terms of it being a two-party system, in the past I’ve 
voted for a party where my vote has been wasted but at least it’s 
making a statement. 
 

Q It seems to me that under PR, you’re electing a party rather than an 
individual.  Don’t you think a problem is that we need to represent 
diversity?  You described parties with one per cent of the vote as 
screwball parties, but don’t you think we need to represent the 
mosaic of views in this province? 
 

A I don’t think we need to have every minority opinion in the 
legislature because there are other ways to express your views, such 
as letters to the editors and writing to your MLA.  I come from a 
business background and I think that it’s important for the province 
to run efficiently. 
 

Q I don’t like the idea of party lists in a mixed system.  There would be 
too much influence for party hacks.  I still prefer single-member 
districts with a preferential ballot. 
 

A I don’t have a problem with preferential balloting. 
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