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THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENTATION TO THE CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY ON ELECTORAL 

REFORM. IT ATTEMPTS TO CAPTURE THE KEY ISSUES AND 
ARGUMENTS THAT WERE PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED DURING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING.  IN SOME INSTANCES, THE PRESENTER HAS ALSO 

MADE A SUBMISSION TO THE ASSEMBLY AND THIS IS ACCESSIBLE VIA 
THE WEBSITE AT WWW.CITIZENSASSEMBLY.BC.CA BY CLICKING ON 

“GET INVOLVED”.  IF SUCH A SUBMISSION IS AVAILABLE, IT WILL BE 
NOTED AT THE END OF THIS REPORT. 

http://www.citizensassembly.bc.ca/


 

John Alvin Pelter 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PRESENTATION 

A process to more accurately measure voter feeling and turnout.  A system for holding 
parties and politicians more accountable. 

KEY THEMES 

Mr. Pelter expressed the view that there is an urgent need to reform the current FPTP 
electoral system. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mr. Pelter made two recommendations: 

1. That the ballot be amended to include a “none of the above” (NOTA) option in 
order to encourage voter turnout by allowing voters to express their dissatisfaction 
with the candidates on offer.  This would send a message to parties that there is a 
problem, and encourage them to remedy it. 

2. That political parties be required to make available to the Chief Electoral Officer 
a copy of their party platform and that these platforms be distributed to voters.  In 
the case of incumbents, a copy of the platform they presented (the one on which 
they were elected) would also be included giving voters the chance to make an 
assessment based on a review.  This material should also be presented 
concurrently in the media. 

Quote: I believe that there is an urgent need for a major overhaul of our 
electoral system. 

QUESTIONS ,  ANSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PANEL 

Q Which country is currently using NOTA? 

A I think it is Russia. 

Q Aside from making a change to the ballot do you 
see a system that would address your values better 
than the current one? 

A I think quite a few people spoil their ballot as they 
are frustrated with the choices, they are unhappy 
with the voter or the candidate.  I think that NOTA 
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would result in this dissatisfaction being registered.  
I think this group should look at what Russia has 
done with it, and how extensively they use.   

The public forgets much of what politicians say at 
the previous election, I would like to keep them 
more honest and accountable. 

Q What would happen if more than 50% of the 
people vote NOTA? 

A I’m optimistic.  I would like to think that that is not 
likely to happen.  I don’t think it would be a large 
number.  It is a provision that enables people to 
express a view that was previously absent. 

 

QUESTIONS ,  ANSWERS AND COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Q Using your system should you not also incorporate 
compulsory voting and a 50% plus one requirement 
to get elected? 

A I would support that as long as there is a NOTA 
option.  If I’m forced to go to vote I want the option 
to say that I don’t like what they’re offering. 

Q If the people are able to come together and decide 
what the important issues are in that riding, doesn’t 
that negate the need for pre-published platforms? 

A I can see some merit in it but how much attention 
would that get if things are done the way they are 
now?   
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